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of something like sixty crores ?—I have forgotten the figure that he has mentioned in his book.
15. Do you think that this indebtedness of the Muslim agricultural classes constitutes a handicap with regard to the free use of their voting power ?— I think Nawab Muzaffar Khan will be in a better position to answer that. I have no personal experience of elections. I think you have in your mind that the creditor uses undue influence on the debtor and makes him vote in a particular way. I have really no experience on the matter, and I think you will find in the part dealing with corrupt practices in the memorandum that that particular point has never been made a ground for unseating a member on petition.
The Chairman : As a practical matter, one cannot help saying that in a greater or less degree something of this sort might happen. I do not suppose that a Government witness can tell us what the degree is. I understand that Sir Zulfiqar's suggestion put through the question is that if there is this large financial hold of the mortgagee over the mortgagor, cases may arise where this will have an undue influence upon the debtor's voting. I think that is a suggestion we all have to bear in mind.
 20.	You are aware that there is a large number of
non-Muslim graduates of the Punjab University ?—
I am aware of that.
 21.	Do you think that under those circumstances
•a Muslim, if he dared to stand as a candidate, would
have even a ghost of a chance ?—As things are at
present,   I   suppose  Hindus   are  more likely  to   be
•elected.
 22.	Do you think that any Muslim has a chance of
•success in the Punjab Chamber of Commerce con
stituency ?—There again I  do not know what are
the political movements within that Chamber.    AH
I can say is that so far no Muslim has been elected.
 23.	Do you know the strength of that Chamber ?—
I have not got the figure separately for the chamber ;
T»ut the Chamber of Commerce and trades together
have got 96 voters.
 24.	You cannot say how many of these are Muham-
madans ?
Captain Sikandar Hayat Khan : It is in the statement, Sir Zulfiqar. In the university constituency there are 2,231 non-Muhammadans, 614 Muham-znadans and 666 Sikhs j and in the Chamber of Commerce there are 87 non-Muhammadans, 1 Muham-madan and 6 Sikhs.
 
 25.	Sir Zulfiqar Ali  Khan:    So practically,  the
Muhammadans and Sikhs have no chance ?—Not so
long as voting runs on communal lines.
 26.	Could   you  say  from  memory  whether   any
Muslim member in the legislative council has moved
any vote of censure against a non-Muslim, minister ?
—I am afraid I could not say.
 27.	He has not ?—I could not say from memory
whether any vote of censure has been brought by a
Muhammadan     member     against     a      non-Muslim,
minister.
 28.	The Chairman :  I gather, Sir Zulfiqar, that your
impression is that there has not been such a case.
Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan :   Yes.
The Chairman :   We will take it to be so unless somebody corrects it.
 29.	Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan :  Do you know that one
of the non-Muslim ministers—I -will not name him—>
depends entirely on the Muhammadan support ?—•
I am lot prepared to say so.    You must remember
that there are many combinations of parties which,
result in a division list.
 30.	Would  you  please tell  me  if  the  system  of
separate electorate has  operated    adversely in  the
formation of joint parties in the legislative counci
here ?—I  do  not think it is very easy to form a
definite opinion.    There has been a certain movement
towards the formation of a joint party which is des
cribed as the Punjab National Unionist Party (see
page 61 *) representing many organised rural interests.
That party, at the time of writing this report, was led
by a non-Muslim member.    But whether that party
would have  been  stronger if  there   had   been   no
communal electorates I cannot say.
31.	Under these circumstances do you think that
when there has been no vote of censure moved by a
Muhammadan member against a non-Muhammadan
minister and also when the system of separate re
presentation has not operated adversely against the
formation of joint parties in the council, there is any
justification for fear that the Muhammadan majority
or the Muhammadan  government in the province
would   injure   the   interests   of   non-Munammadan
ministers ?—Of course, I do not entirely accept the
first two clauses of the question, and I am inclined to
think that the third does not arise.    I would not like
to prophesy what would be the action taken by a
Muhammadan  majority  in case  it  existed.    Your
point is that there is no fear that the majority would
tyrannise over the minority.
Mr.  J.  0.   BEAZLEY,  CXE.,  I.C.S.
37. The Chairman : You are Mr. John Godfrey Beazley ? * * * Are you the Secretary in charge of the transferred departments ?—Not all of them. I am in charge of local self-government, medical, public'health and registration.
 41.	Mr. Cadogan :  *      *      *      The first question
which I want to put to Mr. Beazley .is in regard to
district boards.    I understand from page 142*   (of
Volume I of the Punjab Government memorandum)
that there is no communal representation on district
boards although there is some system of adjustment
so as to secure fairly equitable representation for the
various communities ?—That is a fact.
 42.	By devising electoral circles ?    I am not quite
sure what that means.—An electoral circle usually
consists of one or more zails, possibly two or more.
 43.	A zail is a subdivision of a tahsil ?—A zail is a
collection of twenty or thirty villages under a sort of
non-official official,  a rural notable.    The electoral
.circles usually consist of anytiiing from one to four
 zails, and the grouping of zails does give some scope for taking into consideration the representation of communities. For instance, if there were one predominantly Muhammadan zail and one predominantly Sikh zail with a fairly large population in both, we would not group them together so that the Sikh zail having a slightly larger population would swamp the Mussalboaans. We attempt to combine a Moslem zail with an adjacent tail in which the community is more or less equal, and a Sikh zail with another %ail in sitnilar circumstances so as to get out of the four zails two circles, one giving a Mussaknan member and one a Sikh member.
 44.	That   obviates   any   demand   for  communal
representation ?    Is it a satisfactory system from
that point of view ?—There has been a slight demand,
not  p'ushed  to   any  great extent,   for  communal
representation in district boards.
 45.	The second feature which strikes one about the
district boards is that the deputy commissioner is
chairman of every district board except two, I think ?
—Yes.
 
* Vol. X.

